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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 6-11, 13-18 and 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. 5,836,877 granted to Zavislan. 

Regarding claim 8, Zavislan meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"A method for applying an electronic signature to a report associated with an image file, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

acquiring a diagnostic image using an image acquisition device;" see column 3, 
line 64 to column 4, line 9; column 5, line 66 to column 6, line 28 and Figure 1 . 

forwarding the diagnostic image to a computer; 

providing the report associated with the image file to the computer; 
storing a plurality of electronic signature files in a memory associated with a computer; 
and associating one of the plurality of electronic signature files with the report and/or 
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diagnostic image." see column 4, line 10 to column 5, line 34; column 8, line 27 to 
column 10, line 12 and Figures 3 and 4. 

Regarding claim 9, Zavislan meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"The method of claim 8, wherein each of the plurality of electronic signature files 
corresponds to a signature of a user of the computer." see column 4, line 10 to column 
5, line 34; column 8, line 27 to column 10, line 12 and Figures 3 and 4. 

Regarding claim 10, Zavislan meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of using a client application to 
instruct the computer to associate one of the plurality of electronic signature files with 
the diagnostic image." see column 4, line 10 to column 5, line 34; column 8, line 27 to 
column 10, line 12 and Figures 3 and 4. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Zavislan meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"The method of claim 1 0, further comprising the step of presenting to a user of the 
image management system a plurality of choices from which the user identifies him or 
herself as the user of the image management system so that the electronic signature 
file associated with the diagnostic image corresponds to the user of the image 
management system." see column 4, line 10 to column 5, line 34; column 8, line 27 to 
column 10, line 12 and Figures 3 and 4. 

Regarding claim 13, Zavislan meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"The method of claim 11, further comprising the step of requiring a password before 
associating one of the plurality of electronic signature files with the diagnostic image." 
see column 9, lines 1-25. 
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Regarding claim 14, Zavislan meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"The method of claim 8, further comprising the steps of: coupling the image acquisition 
device to the computer system over a network; and electronically transferring the 
diagnostic image over the network." see column 4, line 10 to column 5, line 34; column 
8, line 27 to column 10, line 12 and Figures 3 and 4. 

Claims 1,2,3, 4, 6, and 7 are system claims that are substantially equivalent to method 
claims 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, and 14, respectively. Therefore claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and 7 are 
rejected by a similar rationale. 

Claims 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, and 21 are computer readable medium claims that are 
substantially equivalent to method claims 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, and 14, respectively. 
Therefore claims 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, and 21 are rejected by a similar rationale. 

Claims 1-4, 7-11, 15-18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. 5,867,821 granted to Ballantyne. 

Regarding claim 8, Ballantyne meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"A method for applying an electronic signature to a report associated with an image file, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

acquiring a diagnostic image using an image acquisition device; " see column 11, 
lines 24-27 (By means of a PDA . . .modified with up-to-date medical diagnostic data.) 

"forwarding the diagnostic image to a computer; 
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providing the report associated with the image file to the computer; 
storing a plurality of electronic signature files in a memory associated with a computer; 
and associating one of the plurality of electronic signature files with the report and/or 
diagnostic image." see column 12, line 9 to column 13, line 41; (The PDA transfers the 
modified health record ... to the PCS . . . When the physician or nursing staff return to 
the nursing station, the medical personnel signs their signature on the PDA tablet 
display with their personalized signature pen. Validation of their signature with the pen's 
internally stored master signature, authenticates . . . ); column 14, line 45 to column 15, 
line 39 and figures 12A and 12B. 

Regarding claim 9, Ballantyne meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"The method of claim 8, wherein each of the plurality of electronic signature files 
corresponds to a signature of a user of the computer." see column 12, line 9 to column 
13, line 41 ; (The PDA transfers the modified health record ... to the PCS . . . When the 
physician or nursing staff return to the nursing station, the medical personnel signs their 
signature on the PDA tablet display with their personalized signature pen. Validation of 
their signature with the pen's internally stored master signature, authenticates . . . ); 
column 14, line 45 to column 15, line 39 and Figures 12A and 12B. 

Regarding claim 10, Ballantyne meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of using a client application to 
instruct the computer to associate one of the plurality of electronic signature files with 
the diagnostic image." see column 12, line 9 to column 13, line 41; (The PDA transfers 
the modified health record ... to the PCS . . . When the physician or nursing staff return 
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to the nursing station, the medical personnel signs their signature on the PDA tablet 
display with their personalized signature pen. Validation of their signature with the pen's 
internally stored master signature, authenticates . . . ); column 14, line 45 to column 15, 
line 39 and Figures 12A and 12B. 

Regarding claim 11, Ballantyne meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"The method of claim 10, further comprising the step of presenting to a user of the 
image management system a plurality of choices from which the user identifies him or 
herself as the user of the image management system so that the electronic signature 
file associated with the diagnostic image corresponds to the user of the image 
management system." see column 12, line 9 to column 13, line 41; (The PDA transfers 
the modified health record ... to the PCS . . . When the physician or nursing staff return 
to the nursing station, the medical personnel signs their signature on the PDA tablet 
display with their personalized signature pen. Validation of their signature with the pen's 
internally stored master signature, authenticates . . . ); column 14, line 45 to column 15, 
line 39 and Figures 12A and 12B. 

Regarding claim 14, Ballantyne meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"The method of claim 8, further comprising the steps of: coupling the image acquisition 
device to the computer system over a network; and electronically transferring the 
diagnostic image over the network." see column 4, lines 36-41 ; see column 5, line 60 to 
column 6, line 17; column 6, line 39 to column 7, line 22 (Fig. 3 . . . platform 90 is 
integrated into the system controller of the diagnostic system. These platforms provide a 
uniform graphical user interface at each diagnostic system . . . The uniform platform 
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includes . . . web services connectivity module 108 . Web services module 
connectivity module 108 is coupled to a license module 114 . . .); column 9, line 59 to 
column 10, line 36 and Figure 3. 

Claims 1,2,3, 4, and 7 are system claims that are substantially equivalent to method 
claims 8, 9, 10, 11, and 14, respectively. Therefore claims 1, 2, 3, 4, and 7 are rejected 
by a similar rationale. 

Claims 15, 16, 17, 18, and 21 are computer readable medium claims that are 
substantially equivalent to method claims 8, 9, 10, 11, and 14, respectively. Therefore 
claims 15, 16, 17, 18, and 21 are rejected by a similar rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5, 7-12, 14-19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. patent 6,816,842 granted to Singh et al. 

Regarding claim 8, Singh meets the claimed limitation as follows: 



Application/Control Number: 09/812,466 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2137 

"A method for applying an electronic signature to a report associated with an image file, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

acquiring a diagnostic image using an image acquisition device; " see column 4, 
lines 36-41 

"forwarding the diagnostic image to a computer; 

providing the report associated with the image file to the computer; 
storing a plurality of electronic signature files in a memory associated with a computer; 
and associating one of the plurality of electronic signature files with the report and/or 
diagnostic image." see column 3, lines 18-32; column 8, line 51 to column 9, line 5 (. . . 
servers 150, 152, 154 . . . for storing . . report files . . . Message and report servers152 
and 154 are further coupled . . . to . . . ensure proper connectivity to diagnostic systems 
and coordinate transmission of messages to the diagnostic systems . . .); column 9, line 
59 to column 10, line 12; and column 11, lines 6-47. 

Regarding claim 9, Singh meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"The method of claim 8, wherein each of the plurality of electronic signature files 
corresponds to a signature of a user of the computer." see column 10, lines 26-36. 

Regarding claim 10, Singh meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of using a client application to 
instruct the computer to associate one of the plurality of electronic signature files with 
the diagnostic image." see column 5, line 60 to column 6, line 17; column 6, line 39 to 
column 7, line 22 (Fig. 3 . . . platform 90 is integrated into the system controller of the 
diagnostic system. These platforms provide a uniform graphical user interface at each 
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diagnostic system . . . The uniform platform includes . . . web services connectivity 
module 108 .. . Web services module connectivity module 108 is coupled to a license 
module 114.. .); column 9, line 59 to column 10, line 36 and Figure 3. 

Regarding claim 11, Singh meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"The method of claim 10, further comprising the step of presenting to a user of the 
image management system a plurality of choices from which the user identifies him or 
herself as the user of the image management system so that the electronic signature 
file associated with the diagnostic image corresponds to the user of the image 
management system." see column 4, lines 36-41 ; see column 5, line 60 to column 6, 
line 17; column 6, line 39 to column 7, line 22 (Fig. 3 . . . platform 90 is integrated into 
the system controller of the diagnostic system. These platforms provide a uniform 
graphical user interface at each diagnostic system . . . The uniform platform includes . . 
. web services connectivity module 108 .. . Web services module connectivity module 
108 is coupled to a license module 114 . . .); column 9, line 59 to column 10, line 36 and 
Figure 3. 

Regarding claim 12, Singh meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"The method of claim 11, where the image acquisition device is an ultrasound 
diagnostic device." see column 4, lines 36-41 . 

Regarding claim 14, Singh meets the claimed limitation as follows: 
"The method of claim 8, further comprising the steps of: coupling the image acquisition 
device to the computer system over a network; and electronically transferring the 
diagnostic image over the network." see column 4, lines 36-41 ; see column 5, line 60 to 
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column 6, line 17; column 6, line 39 to column 7, line 22 (Fig. 3 . . . platform 90 is 
integrated into the system controller of the diagnostic system. These platforms provide a 
uniform graphical user interface at each diagnostic system . . . The uniform platform 
includes . . . web services connectivity module 108 .. . Web services module 
connectivity module 108 is coupled to a license module 114 . . .); column 9, line 59 to 
column 10, line 36 and Figure 3. 

Claims 1,2,3, 4, 5, and 7 are system claims that are substantially equivalent to method 
claims 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 14, respectively. Therefore claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7 are 
rejected by a similar rationale. 

Claims 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 21 are computer readable medium claims that are 
substantially equivalent to method claims 8, 9, 10, 1 1, 12, and 14, respectively. 
Therefore claims 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 21 are rejected by a similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

A. Kuth (US 6,684,093) discloses a medical diagnosis apparatus acquiring 
individual distinctive features of a patient. 

B. Conner et al. (us 5,579,393) discloses a system and method for securely 
transmitting medical and/or dental records from a provider system to a payer system. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew B. Smithers whose telephone number is (571 ) 

272- 3876. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-4:30) EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel L. Moise can be reached on (571) 272-3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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